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Question Michelle: "Angels" is here 
resurrected from the phoenix ashes, 
here  to  bring  salvation  guiding  us 
through the apocalypse? Am I right? 
I  see  you  used  my  “21  Century 
Apocalypse  Goth  Rock  Band”  I 
wrote down for you last year in our 
last  interview”  (surprised ,  jubilant 
and hounoured)

Jyrki69:Yes,  it  is  here..we 
go back to our originalidea that we 
always had. Post apocalypse ideas... 
all  of  us  feel  the  same  way  about 
this,so  we  are  using  the  concept. 
Being  a  fan  boy,   means  also 
recycling a lot of stuff  and it's kind 
of funny that we are using the same 
format that we came up with when 
we  started  the  band.  What  that 
basically means is that people seem 
to have such a short memory when 
it  comes  to  the  history  of  rock 
music. It's really amazing for us that 
there is nothing new, the same old 
tricks,  that  have  always  been,  that 
people  don't  seem  to  remember 
where  they  come  from,  so  some 
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people consider what we are doing a new thing, which of course is cool, 
we are not a retro band. You know, I started wearing black when I was a 
teenager, and that is something everyone was doing in the eighties, it's 
the same thing as to why I am wearing sun glasses after dark, or why I 
have black hair  or why we have two guitarists,  a drummer and a bass 
player so it's like the classic rock band incarnation.

People  think  it's  new,  kid's 
think  it's  exciting,  that’s  fine  with  us. 
We are living our rock dreams, carrying 
the  torch  that  was  passed  to  us  by 
Johnny  Thunders,  or  Dee  Dee 
Ramone,  or  Elvis  or  Jim  Morrison, 
nothing  special.  Still  we  add some  of 
our own flavors, signs of our own times 
that  we  are  living right  now,  like  the 
song we wrote, "Perfect Skin" which is 
pretty  much  what  is  going  on in  this 
world  these  days.  Also,  we  have  a 
satelite tv in our tour bus , so I was just 
watching  VH1  and  they  had  this 
advertisement  of  some  skin  care 
products  and  it  was  done  by  Jessica 
Simpson  and  she  was  talking  about 
having  perfect  skin.  It's  just  like  old 
school  same old,  same old,  no one is 
doing that these days, or we are doing 

that better than anyone else, so it's like a reason for kids to start to dress 
in black. maybe that is why we exist.

Qm:Your drawings seem to always have a theme of halos and so 
forth,I noticed some of that angels theme seems to carry, why?

J:I'm a good guy,  you know,  good guys  don't  necessarily  wear 
white. 

Qm: Maybe you are an angel, maybe you are a messenger and 
you can tell us what's going on with us before we go.

J:Oh no, no, no, nothing like that,  I'm just a singer. Just like 
everybody else.
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Qm: You could be a seer though?

J:You know, I'm just like an asshole, a chauvanist, etc, just like 
everybody else, I have just had a chance to appear in the good light also.

Qm: Well you know,even the bad can have a good heart, am I 
right?

J: Ya well I'm not bad, I'm just naïve...

Qm: Oh I don't think you are naïve.....

J: Well I am naïve, and I believe people are good, and that Elvis 
is still alive, and things like that, and ufo's, and ghosts. I'm just part of 
this band,and sometimes people are looking for answers, and sometimes 
people are taking some things too seriously. One of the advantages of our 
band being a mainstream band in Finland , well not really an advantage, 
but kind of a different perspective for The 69 Eyes, is what the Finnish 
people have, because we are a mainstream band and we are featured in 
talk  shows,  mainstream  magazines,  and  things  like  that,  so  we  are 
nothing mysterious,  or  another band known by some secret  cult  who 
gathers on the full moon night, so for some people who hear our songs 
on the radio, we are just an ordinary rock band. In some countries, we 
have this cult  following who are lost  in their  lives  probably,  and they 
think that I have the answers. I may not have them, but I surely would 
like to have new friends wherever, but sometimes, I don't know what to 
say when somebody asked me questions like what do I think they should 
do with their life. I have no answer. I just wanna have fun by myself at 
any chosen moment but sometimes I'm seeing like this religious leader 
which I definitely am not.

Qm: Like a god.?

J:  Well  not god,  but like a  singing prophet,I  am not,  I  am a 
sinner, just like everyone else, I wanna get my cock sucked every now and 
then, that’s all.

Qm:You’re a rock star like me? (laughter and silence)

 J:I could turn everything into that,but I'm not trying to.

Qm:You could, but you can't, because you have a good heart.

J: No seriously,I could start to play this role,I thought about it 
for awhile, but I think it's more fun just to try not to be something I am 
not.
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Qm:Wow!

J: Well, you learn that as you become older, I was probably a bit 
stupid, say like 5 years ago, or even yesterday,but today is a brand new 
day.

Qm: Well, you are an humanitarian, congratulations, by the way, 
on your award for the world and such, you care about people.

 J: Well, it's a very strange thing, during the recording of the new 
album, I actually sort of, in a humorous way, I saved the world. I was in 
Africa, and then afterwards, I was awarded for that . And then during the 
sessions for the album, meanwhile, I was singing  in the studio, but I did 
all these things,  so it's kind of great,  but also,of course,that gives me a 
serious  side  for  my  life,  and  inspires  me  for  some  other  things.  But 
honestly,  with  the  band,  and  for  instance,  the  comics,I  am  actually 
drawing a new comic book right now, when I have some spare time, so I 
have been drawing like two pages every day. 

I'm hyperactive, so then, you get things done .It really inspires 
me to do some things,but you know, with the band, and this crazy art I 
am creating, I want to keep that crazy, I want to keep that spooky, I want 
to keep that totally insane and dangerous you know, in that Satanic way, 
but  there  is  the  other  side  of  the  coin,  when  I  step  into  the 
spotlights, and do good things. On the other hand, whatever comes out 
of me as an art form, I want to keep it that way because that is the only 
way I know it and it's not going to change even though I have this saint 
side.

Qm: Well, it's like saying “success hasn't spoiled you yet”,your 
not like that, your not letting it go to your head, am I right?

J: I'm not successful, ironically, I'm considered successful because 
I am here , at this moment which is of course great, it's something that I 
never expected, but on the other hand, I just went to Taco Bell, in the 
freezing  weather,  I  have  never  been  here  before,  and  somehow,  the 
buildings  looked  familiar,so  I  don't  know,  there  is  a  Twilight  Zone 
moment,  dejavous are coming back and forth,  there is  a reason I am 
here, and I feel like I have been here before. Hey, by the way, I heard that 
there are ghosts in this building.

Qm: Yeah, it is haunted, it is definitely haunted. I saw  Bauhaus 
out here, once, and I saw some orbs, it was interesting
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Qm: One of the questions I wanted to ask you was, how do you 
feel about the California Death Rock scene since Rozz died? How has it 
changed? I have to ask you a Rozz question,I have to know how do you 
feel, because you love LA,  it is the birth of California Death Roc and 
you just wrote a new song about it. LA is the birthplace of Death Rock as 
well.

J: The  whole  thing  is  strange,  you  know,  I  have  this  Rozz 
Williams book, and like I told you earlier, for some reason, when I was 
Dj'ing years and years ago in Paris, somehow, the guy who ran the club 
was the same guy who was arranging the shows for Rozz and Christian 
Death there, and I stayed at the same hotel and stuff, so it's strange after 
meeting you, to run into these  things,  and on the other  hand,  I  was 
starting the book and I really liked the band pictures there, and how they 
were done, you know, like the decoration of the house and things like 
this. and then all of a sudden, the new record was so fast, that Cleopatra 
and Davie   Parkison is the drummer of, so I don't know, it's like some 
how, all these paths they crossed, that's interesting, definitely inspiring. 
Of course, when I put up my comic book, it is published by a guy who 
used to sing in this band called Babylon Whores, so, a huge source of 
 inspiration for that Scandanavian band that was Death Rock, so when 
the guy who used to be the singer, who published my comic book,was 
shown my Rozz book, I told him I wanted to be like this treasurer of 
stuff, like flyers, comics, art, and so on ,it was one of the main influences, 
for me, to put up the Hollywood Death Rock scene, I basically am still 
waiting for the new album from London After Midnight, last time I met 
the group, they said they had recorded a new one, but I'm still waiting for 
that, so I know nothing about that.

Qm: What is the Hollywood Book of the Dead though? I tried to 
look for it. What is it? Does it exist? (pauses and realizes I, myself have a 
different Hollywood Book of the Dead  type in my possession)

J: It's a book, a book about dead rock stars

Qm: Oh really, where can I get it?

J: Try Amazon.com, you know like I always lend you links from 
there in my emails to you. (laughter)

Qm: How do you feel about the fact that you and I are on the 
same wave length about some things, and the fact that I knew Rozz so 
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well? Is that intimidating, or inspiring in it's own way?

J: It's a little bit of a new subject for me, but little things I take as 
a source of inspiration , on the other hand, I have been tributing enough 
for dead rock stars in my life, and kind of bored with the whole thing, 
actually,  just  before we met,  I  was  watching  a  documentary  of  Jimmy 
Hendrix on VH1 , so it's time to move ahead, not only dig up something 
from a Death Rocker, choose life, and not death.

Qm: I agree!

J:  For  years  and 
years, I was nothing else but 
talking about the Doors, it's 
something  that's  inspiring 
when  you  are  a  teenager, 
but  as  you  are  becoming 
close to 40, I think it's time 
to  live  for  today,  and even 
though I said already about 
recycling  stuff,  and  stuff 
from the eighties,  that’s  all 
cool,  and  I'm  a  relic  from 
those  days,  I  still  look  the 
same as I did back then, but 
times are different .It's like I 
am  dragging  a  ball  and 
chain, and I have to find my 
way  out  of  the  graveyard. 
There  comes  a  limit,  and 
then  there  are  times when 
all  that  stuff  feels  good 
again.  At  this  moment,  I 
would rather watch Ms. Usa 
from tv.

Qm: So Jyrki, do you think we are old souls? People see me as an 
old soul, I wanna know how you see yourself?

J: I am not an old soul, I'm a kid, like in a candy store.

Qm: Do you think that I'm an old soul?
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J: Well, you’re a messenger from beyond. I am like a kid in a 
candy store,  I  can't  concentrate  on anything.  There  are  so many new 
things, and it's interesting to make people happy, and make a lot of new 
friends  all  over  the  world,  despite  the  language  barriers,or  cultural 
backgrounds, or anything. You know what I enjoy the most during this 
tour, finally our records are out, and we have found an audience we don't 
have to explain every detail to, because what we have been creating, what 
I  have  been creating,  growing  up in  American  pop culture,  kids  and 
people here know where a lot of  these things come from, but like in 
Europe, I was upset, for example, what happened with Lost Boys, central 
European record company of ours didn't understand where the song was 
from, and so on. So now finally we have the audience who knows exactly 
what we are talking about.

Qm: (Daniel walks in as this last question gets asks) So, am I good? I 
got this interview done in time just as Daniel arrived.

(laughter all around)

J: You are good enough to date  (laughter  and surprise  from all  
around) 

-FIN -  
End of Interview 
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